28              PROCEDURES FOR WORKING WITH CHEMICALS IN LABORATORIES

possible, arrangements for routine inspection of the operation should be
made and, in all cases, the laboratory lights should be left on and an
appropriate sign should be placed on the door.

One particular hazard frequently encountered is failure of cooling water
supplies. A variety of commercial or homemade devices can be used that
(a) automatically regulate water pressure to avoid surges that might
rupture the water lines or (b) monitor the water flow so that its failure will
automatically turn off electrical connections and water supply valves.

I.A. 15   WORKING ALONE

Generally, it is prudent to avoid working in a laboratory building alone.
Under normal working conditions, arrangements should be made between
individuals working in separate laboratories outside of working hours to
crosscheck periodically. Alternatively, security guards may be asked to
check on the laboratory worker. Experiments known to be hazardous
should not be undertaken by a worker who is alone in a laboratory.

Under unusual conditions, special rules may be necessary. The
supervisor of the laboratory has the responsibility for determining whether
the work requires special safety precautions, such as having two persons in
the same room during a particular operation.

LA. 16   ACCIDENT REPORTING

Emergency telephone numbers to be called in the event of fire, accident,
flood, or hazardous chemical spill should be posted prominently in each
laboratory. In addition, the numbers of the laboratory workers and their
supervisors should be posted. These persons should be notified immediate-
ly in the event of an accident or emergency.

Every laboratory should have an internal accident-reporting system to
help discover and correct unexpected hazards (see Section I.F.5). This
system should include provisions for investigating the causes of injury and
any potentially serious incident that does not result in injury. The goal of
such investigations should be to make recommendations to improve safety,
not to assign blame for an incident. Relevant federal, state, and local
regulations may require particular reporting procedures for accidents or
injuries.

I. A. 17   EVERYDAY HAZARDS

Finally, laboratory workers should remember that injuries can and do
occur outside the laboratory or other work area. It is important that safety